Demand for Day Nurseries by Gillingham, Marjory
Volume 23
Number 2 The Iowa Homemaker vol.23, no.2 Article 4
1943
Demand for Day Nurseries
Marjory Gillingham
Iowa State College
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Gillingham, Marjory (1943) "Demand for Day Nurseries," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 23 : No. 2 , Article 4.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol23/iss2/4
Nursery school playgrounds of this type provide recreational 
facilities for children whose mothers are engaged in war work 
Marjory Gillingham discusses the increased 
need and functions of the day nursery schools 
THE wartime needs of industry have taken many 
women from the home into the factory, resulting 
in a definite increase in the number of children being 
cared for in day nursery centers. 
These centers differ from the earlier types of nurs-
ery schools whose main responsibility was to provide 
experiences supplementary to those offered at ho~e, 
for they must provide the care that homes cannot giVe. 
The demand for women trained in child develop-
ment is increasing daily, as communities realize the 
need for day nurseries. In Chicago alone, 50 nursery 
school teachers were wanted by April 1 and 100 will 
be needed by June l. These schools are child care 
centers operated on funds from a social service founda-
tion. Attempts are being made to incorporate the 
nurseries into the public school system. 
Foreseeing the need for nursery schools to care for 
children whose home environment would be changed 
by the industrial pace of the times, the government in 
1941 passed the Lanham Community Facilities Act, 
making it possible for federal funds to be used for day 
care of children with working mothers. An appro-
priation of 150 million dollars was made, which was 
later raised to 300 million. The community request-
ing aid must present a well worked out plan and m~st 
be willing to help finance it before these funds will 
be made available. 
Seventy day care centers already are approved in 
Connecticut, New York, North Carolina, Texas, Utah, 
Oregon and California. They are in addition to the 
l ,500 nursery schools and 1,259 preschool play groups 
operated throughout the Unite~ Stat~s by the W.P.~. 
Since the W.P.A. program was d1scontmued March l, It 
is expected that many of these nursery school projects 
can qualify for assistance under the Lanham Act. Re-
cent official estimates indicate that some 12,000 day 
care centers may ultimately be needed. 
Last quarter at Iowa State a course in Nursery School 
Planning was offered to senior child development ma-
jors. As a class project, the girls were given an oppor-
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tunity to visit the former W.P.A. nursery school in 
Ames and to spend an entire day working in a child 
care center in Des Moines. 
The centers are typical of the wartime child care 
centers. The staffs consist of one teacher, one paid 
assistant and two or three volunteer workers, in most 
cases. The buildings used are rather large houses 
which have been repaired to meet the standards set. 
Each member of the staff has greater responsibilities 
and longer hours, due to the large enrollment and 
the long working hours of parents. Volunteer helpers 
require training and are irregular in attendance, also 
the cook is apt to be an older person with no nutrition 
training and little experience in food preparation for 
children. Increased food rationing and longer hours 
at defense plants may necessitate the serving of din-
ner to parents and children alike. The teachers must 
have a greater knowledge of money management in 
order to plan the operation costs. 
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